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If you are interested in 
writing an article for the 
DTE newsletter, please feel 
free to reach out to us! We 
love having new input and 
hearing new perspectives. 
We ask that articles have an 
educational component 
that is research based and 
utilizes solid sources.  

Letter from the Program Coordinator 
Barslund Judd (juddbars@msu.edu) 

 
I hope you have all had a chance to enjoy some of our recent sunny days! My 
honeyberries are already developing tiny fruit. I’ve started seeing all sorts of 
bees, a couple of which got temporarily trapped in my screened porch. The 
crabapple in our back yard has started blooming a lovely pink and goldfinches 
have taken to resting in its branches and occasionally raiding the birdfeeder. 
Along with them has come Francis the squirrel who seems to have a constant 
craving for peanuts. Yes, I’ve started naming my squirrels. I miss you all!  
 
As a reminder, EMGs are restricted from working at projects for the time being. 
We want to make sure that all our volunteers are as safe as possible. Keep an 
eye on your email as updates will be coming from Mary Wilson and Diane Brady 
as our situation changes. 
 
Barslund Judd 
 
I hope you enjoy these primrose! We are new to our house and were pleasantly 
surprised to find some existing flowers. 
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The Swartz Creek Veterans Memorial Garden 
  

Maggie Gregg-Project Lead 
By Maggie Gregg and Sue Crisp 

 
 

The Swartz Creek Veterans Memorial is a large beautiful public site 
near the city’s municipal buildings. Its creation began in 2006-2007 as 
an Eagle Scout Project, completely supported and maintained with 
community donations. Former EMG Angela Gipson originally designed 
the garden areas and directed its care by the Extension Master Gardeners of Genesee County. 
 

The Memorial consists of a huge, black marble star with flagpoles centered by The Fallen Soldier (boots, helmet, 
and rifle) structure. Each of the Swartz Creek schools is responsible for providing the flags, which are changed 
twice a year. Each star point contains a life-size bronze statue representing one of the five branches of the 
military-Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast Guard. In another area, the most recent statue, a dog, 
represents the K-9 Service Dog unit. The statues arrived one at a time over the years from 2008-2013 as they 
could be purchased. 
 

Surrounding the Memorial star are five short paths with "memorial bricks" commemorating Veterans from all 
branches of service and also supporters of the Swartz Creek Memorial. There are many granite benches for 
thoughtful moments and special events.  
 

Two large flower beds line the entrance and a smaller bed on the south end has a waterfall and pond. The pond 
area has the perennial bed, while the entry beds are for annuals that are planted yearly with a variety of red, 
white, and bluish flowers. There is some shade provided by flowering shrubs and flowering trees. Scheduled in 
April is a community Spring garden cleanup, in May a community-planting day, and late October a fall put-the-
garden-to-bed day. 
 

Rick Henry, the head of the Swartz Creek Veterans Memorial Committee, coordinates maintenance of the 
Memorial landscape with the help of the Extension Master Gardeners, community and Swartz Creek Virtual 
Learning Center. Volunteers are introduced to the EMG program, events and participate in hands on garden prep, 
weeding, fertilizing, planting, mulching, pruning, and fall cleanup. Thank you to all the many EMGs, students, and 
community members who have contributed in the garden over the years.  Weekly volunteers from our Extension 
Master Gardeners include Colleen Putinsky, Melanie Jillson, Marcia Jaremba, Susan Fischer and Kellie Fink. The 
Swartz Creek Vets Memorial Committee consists of Rick Henry, Joe Perrault, and Mike Martin. 
 
 
 
 

 

Directions to project and project lead 

contact information 

 

Location: 8059 Paul Fortino Drive 
  Swartz Creek, MI 48473 
Paul Fortino Dr. has entrances off both 
Miller and Morris Roads 
Project Lead: Maggie Gregg 
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 Book Reviews by Cheryl Borkowski       

        

Tulipmania: Money, Honor and Knowledge in 
the Dutch Golden Age   
   
By Anne Goldgar 
The University of Chicago Press, 2007 
320 pages, 100 pages of footnotes and indexes 
 
Tulipomania: The Story of the World’s Most 
Coveted Flower and the Extraordinary Passions 
it Aroused 
By Mike Dash 
Three Rivers Press, 1999 
220 pages, 53 pages of notes and indexes 
 
While looking for books telling the story of 
Tulipmania, I discovered two that looked 
promising and they are listed above. Dash’s book is an easier read and less scholarly than Goldgar’s. I found 
Goldgar’s book to be very dense and sometimes tedious to read, however it was very detailed and very well 
researched. Both books discount the ‘mania’ that is the legend that we are used to hearing. Yes, tulips did 
command a very hefty price in the days before the fall in February 1637, but that is not the only part of the 
story. 
 
Tulipomania (Dash) tells the history of the tulip dating back to the Ottoman Empire. When trading started in 
the early centuries from the Near East to Europe, many new items were bought including tulips. Tulipmania 
(Goldgar) tells the story of Carolus Clusius, a professor and avid gardener living in Leiden, Holland (part of the 
Netherlands), who was the most well-known connoisseur of the tulip. The early tulips were so new and 
coveted that Clusius was often begged to give up his own. As tulips became popular and as more and more 
people desired them, it was not uncommon for them to be stolen from private gardens. Some tulips were 
also sabotaged by the sellers who drilled into them with needles so they wouldn’t grow. The tulips that were 
most precious were white with red or purple flame-like markings. Although it was not known at the time, the 
reason tulips had these markings was because of a mosaic virus. 
 
To understand the mania leading up to the fall of the tulip prices, you must understand the times and the 
mind-set of the Dutch in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. These times were known as the Golden 
Age or the Age of Enlightenment. Painting, collecting and leisurely pursuits were the passions of the 
connoisseurs. In addition to collecting tulips, these wealthy merchants collected shells, agate, jasper and 
marble and built wonderful cases to display their treasures. Goldgar goes into great detail about the 
connoisseurs or leifhebbers and their passion for collecting. 
 
At the height of the ‘mania’ tulip bulbs and their offsets brought astronomical prices. Not only were the 
prices asked extremely high, promises were broken, men sued each other and sometimes went to arbitration 
over the tulip sales, or sellers not delivering the goods. A single bulb or bulbs sold by weight could be sold 
and resold many times while they were still in the ground or in storage. Goldgar’s book said there were only 
37 records of people who sold bulbs for more than f400 (400 guilders, which would have been 4,000 English 
pounds). Both authors agree it is hard to find many factual records of sales.  (Continued on page 4) 
   



Book Reviews, Continued 
 
After February 3, 1637, prices dropped steeply, and some people seemed to come to their senses. A number 
were probably bankrupted, and the court records show a few such cases; however, not much survives today 
that tells the real story. Many citizens in Holland felt the tulip trade threatened the civility and peace of the 
land. Interestingly, according to Dash, in the early 1700’s up to the mid-1700’s tulips became very popular in 
the Ottoman Empire where they originated. In Holland the tulip ceased to be a public craze, but remained a 
private passion, and today tulips are a large part of the Netherlands economy.  

 

Outreach News 

Kay McCullough 

At this time, there are no upcoming events that need EMG volunteers. Stay tuned! Stay Home and Stay 
Safe. 

 
 
 
Gardener’s Logic Puzzle 
   
Cryptogram Puzzle 

 

 

 

Each number in the cryptogram stands for a letter. When you 

crack the code, you will be able to read the phrase. The first 

three letters are started for you.  

Need some more hints on how to solve these types of puzzles?  

See: https://cryptograms.puzzlebaron.com/tutorial.php 

 

Book Reviews, Outreach News, Puzzle 

4 

https://cryptograms.puzzlebaron.com/tutorial.php


Gardening with Kids 

by Mary Yelland 
   
Gardening with Kids… What to plant? 

This is the time of year to think about what food you might want to grow in a vegetable garden. One of the 

first rules for what you should plant is to plant what you like to eat. Here is a fun rhythm poem to go along 

with thinking about the association of the plants we grow with the food we eat. With this association in 

mind, can you come up with some new verses of your own? 

 

Asparagus Patties (Continued from page 6)  

 

1 pound fresh asparagus spears                                                               2 large eggs 

¼ cup grated parmesan cheese                                                                salt and pepper 

to taste 

⅓  cup seasoned breadcrumbs *see #2 in instructions                        1 tablespoon 

olive oil, or as needed 

  

1. To prepare asparagus, snap off woody ends and drop spears into boiling water. Boil for 

2-3 minutes and drain. Cool and cut into small pieces. 

2. Breadcrumbs can be bought commercially although it is not necessary. You can use about ¾ cup of seasoned croutons or 

stuffing mix and grind in a food processor. Another alternative is to use some crackers or even some bread slices ground up 

in a food processor. These are likely not seasoned though and you may want to add some seasoning.  

3. Combine asparagus pieces, parmesan cheese, breadcrumbs, and eggs in a bowl. Depending on the seasoning in the croutons 

you may want to add salt or pepper to taste. Mix well. 

4. Heat olive oil in a skillet over medium heat. Scoop some of the asparagus mixture into the hot oil; flatten with a fork. Cook 

until the bottom is browned, about 4 minutes. Flip over and brown the other side, about 4 minutes more. Serve while hot.   

  

Under ideal conditions, asparagus spears can grow ½ inch per HOUR! 

 White asparagus is not a variety, it is grown in the absence of sunlight (underground or under dark plastic covering) so that 

chlolorphyll does not develop. 

A single asparagus plant can produce 25 or more spears over the 7-week harvest season. 

 Once the harvest is complete, the remaining spears are allowed to grow up and leaf out. These plants will grow up 

to six feet tall and, once leafed, will look like giant ferns. This fern is nurtured all summer and feeds the root system 

for the following year's harvest. 
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Time to Harvest …… Asparagus 

By Mary Yelland 

 

 

 

It’s asparagus season! In Michigan asparagus season goes from in early May in the southwest to late June in 

the north. Our state is second nationally in asparagus production with Oceania County naming itself 

“asparagus capital of the world.” Growing asparagus in the home garden is a little more difficult than growing 

some other vegetables, but since asparagus is a perennial plant the investment can last for several years (or 

possibly even decades). Most harvesting is done by hand and can be enjoyed in a variety of ways. It can be 

eaten raw, plain or in a salad, steamed, boiled, roasted, grilled, microwaved, pickled and can also be frozen 

or canned.    

In Michigan there are about 120 local asparagus farms that in just 6-7 weeks produce around 20 million 

pounds of asparagus. The crop is hand harvested around 30 times a season. The National asparagus festival 

takes place alternately in the towns of Shelby and Hart, Michigan. Although canceled for 2020, typically the 

festival includes all things asparagus with small town charm. Visiting the festival, you can tour an asparagus 

farm or visit an asparagus cooking competition as well as other events. 

Native to the Mediterranean region, this ancient vegetable may be found growing wild. However, growing a 

productive crop takes a lot of work.  Asparagus plants are dioecious meaning plants are either male or fe-

male. Both will produce edible shoots; however male plants do not need to expend the energy needed to 

produce seeds and thus produce thicker and larger spears. Male plants also typically live longer and produce 

earlier in the spring. Asparagus grows best in a sunny spot with sandy soil. It takes about 4 years to establish 

a productive crop. If you are interested in starting your own asparagus see this information from MSU: 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/growing_asparagus_at_home 

Whether growing your own or buying fresh, asparagus can be used in several ways. When buying, look for 
larger spears, most of the fiber is in the skin so larger spears are more tender. One of the reasons people do 
not like asparagus is that the end toward the ground can be tough and woody.  Much of this can be eliminat-
ed by snapping the asparagus. When preparing, instead of cutting the ends, snap off the bottoms of the 
spears by hand. They will naturally break off where the tender portion starts thus virtually eliminating the 
tough stringy parts. The spears can be boiled or steamed for 5-7 minutes or used in a recipe like the following 
one for asparagus patties.  

(See page 5 for recipe) 
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VMS Corner 
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Michelle Chockley—Lead VMS Ambassador  (Cell: 810-210-6685) 

 

VMS Log in: https://michigan.volunteersystem.org/UniversalLogin.cfm 

  

Garden Watch 2020 

We have started our Garden Watch Photo Album on the VMS! What is Garden Watch? This is an album of photos 
from YOUR personal home gardens. Email photos of YOUR personal home gardens only, including a description of the 
photo for a caption. This description/caption should be less than 100 characters including the spaces and your name. 
Carol Pittard shared that this was something that was being done on the Mid-Michigan VMS and their coordinator, 
Isabel Branstrom, said we could borrow the idea. We already have a few photos. Email photos of YOUR personal 
home gardens only, including a description of the photo for a caption. You can send these to Mary Yelland, VMS 
Ambassador, at dmyelland@juno.com. To view: from VMS home screen, click on “Photo Albums” under General 
Information (left side of screen). This opens the Photo Album screen and as you can see, we have a whole bunch of 
albums started! Locate Garden Watch 2020 for our collection of EMG gardens photos.  Send them as you take them. 
We will send reminders. 

Remember these are only to 
be from your gardens and 

the safety of your home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://michigan.volunteersystem.org/UniversalLogin.cfm
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Master Gardener Association Genesee County 

Note from MGAGCM President—Joanne Gensel 

The Master Gardener Association of Genesee County Michigan (MGAGCM) is an association of Extension Master 

Gardeners (EMGs). Membership is optional for certified Extension Master Gardeners. The MGAGCM provides 

support to local EMGs through project funding, plant signage, and extra educational opportunities.  

Hello Extension Master Gardeners! 
 
The pandemic has caused lots of upset to our volunteer gardening but not to our personal gardens.   
I am happy to focus on my yard. It needs my attention! 
I am unhappy about NOT being with others in all the various ways we socialize. 
 
Marie and Alan have cancelled Fall into Spring for 2020. The decision was perfectly timed as a few of the speakers also 
cancelled the same day.  
 
We will continue to follow directions from the Governor and MSUE.  
The good news is we can go to the nurseries! 
 
Joanne Gensel, President 
 

 

 

MGAGCM Board of Directors 

 

President Joanne Gensel jhgensel@gmail.com (810) 339-0764 

1st Vice President Sabrina VanDyke brie0212@gmail.com (810) 407-0808 

2nd Vice President Loretta Ellwood ldellwood@aol.com (810) 344-7383 

Secretary Margaret Sowle leemar4321@frontier.com (989) 723-6074 

Treasurer Michelle Wareham m.wareham@yahoo.com (810) 919-2945 

Outreach Director Kay McCullough birdieball@aol.com (810) 635-9341 

Communication 
Director 

Mel Kennedy mkennedy60@charter.net (810) 275-8822 



Master Gardener Association Genesee County 

Websites:  
MGAGCM Website—www.geneseecountymg.org 
MGAGCM Facebook Page —www.facebook.com/groups/216904628327310/ 
MMGA Inc Website—www.michiganmastergardener.org 
MMGA Inc. Facebook Page—www.facebook.com/MichiganMG/  
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
MGAGCM Events: 
 
Jan. 16:  Seed Starting 101 – Deirdre Hope 
Project ID:  Food: General Gardens 

Feb. 20:  Cactuses and Succulents That Will Prickle Your Fancy – Barslund Judd 
Project ID:  Community: Beautification - Public Areas 

Mar. 19:  Michigan Invasives: A Look At The Past, Present and Future – with Brian Van Patten 
Project ID:  Environmental Stewardship: Invasive Pests and Plants  Cancelled due to COVID-19 

Ap. 16:  Extension Master Gardener Banquet [Potluck--MGAGCM provides chicken and beverage–watch for 
link to sign up!] Postponed 

May 16:  MGAGCM Native Plant Sale at Davison Farmers Market (Saturday, starting at 9:00 a.m.) Postponed 
until September 12th.) 

May 21:  Flowering Plants for the Cutting Garden – Jane Giblin Cancelled 
Project ID:  Community: Beautification - Public Areas 

June 18:  Meeting at Wojo’s (Wojo’s Speaker…TBA) 

June 28: Genesee County Extension Master Gardener Tour 2020 (Sunday, from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.) Postponed 
Project ID:  Community: Beautification – Public Areas (If you visit all the sites, you’ll get 3.5 Ed. Hrs.) 

July TBD:  MGAGCM July Picnic (at Crossroads Village) Cancelled 

Aug. 20:  The Year in Blooms: Pollinators and their Relationship with Native Plants – Vince Ste. Marie 
Project ID:  Environmental Stewardship: IPM - Pollinators 

Sept. 12 MGAGCM Native Plant Sale at the Davison Farmers Market (rescheduled from May 16th) 

Sept. 17:  Gardening for Pollinators – Jay Blair 
Project ID:  Environmental Stewardship: IPM - Pollinators 

Oct. 10:   Fall Into Spring Cancelled 

Oct. 15:  Native Michigan Wildflowers and Why You Want Them in Your Landscape – Sara Thomas 
Project ID:  Environmental Stewardship: Native Plants 

Nov. 19:  Holiday Party 
 
2020 MGAGCM meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month in the GCCARD Building, 601 N. Sagi-
naw Street, Flint, MI 48502-2009 (except December & unless otherwise noted). 
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